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In the dying days of the old asylums,
three paths intersect.

Henry was only a boy when he waved goodbye to his
glamorous grown-up sister; approaching sixty, his life
is still on hold as he awaits her return. 

As a high-society hostess renowned for her recitals,
Matty’s burden weighs heavily upon her, but she bears
it with fortitude and grace. 

Janice, a young social worker, wants to set the world
to rights, but she needs to tackle challenges closer to
home. 

A brother and sister separated by decades of deceit.
Will truth prevail over bigotry, or will the buried secret
keep family apart? 

In this, her third novel, Anne Goodwin has drawn on
the language and landscapes of her native Cumbria
and on the culture of long-stay psychiatric hospitals,
where she began her clinical psychology career.
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“A fantastic novel about a tough topic, which highlights
the changes in mental health policy and forces us to
remember we are all vulnerable and we should fight to
ensure that nobody is ever left behind.”
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- Olga Núñez Miret, author and translator

"Told with compassion and humour”
- Mia Farlane, author of Footnotes to Sex 


